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Vestal Centra l Schoo l D istr ict                   NOVEMBER 2017  Daylight savings time ends November 5 

 Dear Tioga Hills Families, 

 

The beginning of November is here and we are in full swing at Tioga Hills! October was filled 
with many fun events for our students and their families. Thank you for supporting our PTA 
through the Fun(D) walk. The students had an enjoyable experience walking and visiting with 
local mascots! The Fall Fest held last week was a big success! Thank you to the PTA and many 
additional volunteers who helped make it a fun event for all. Tioga 
Hills 3 and 4 year olds were invited to the annual 1000 Book Club 
Kick-off event last week. If you were not able to make it, we would 
love for you to reach out to us for more information! The Apalachin 
Fire Department did their Fire Safety presentations for Grades K-
3, which were enjoyed by all!  

The month of November is a time to be thankful for so many things. 
On November 9th, we will start by thanking our local Veterans with a 
short parade and assembly at 9:15. The following day, November 
10th, will be a day off from school to observe Veteran’s Day. Thanks 
to our Actions Count committee, our Student Council, and our 5th 
grade class, we will be helping our community in different ways 
through our annual Food Drive and our Community Box Project. Our 
Kindergarten classes will also host their annual Turkey Tunes Cele-
bration on November 21st! Finally, our annual school musical, “Pirates 
of the Curry Bean”  will be presented on November 17 and 18 at Ves-
tal High School! Please join us for a great show! Our performers are 
getting very excited! 

We are thankful every day for the support that we receive from the 
Tioga Hills community! I am especially grateful to be able to spend 
my days with many caring and dedicated staff members and stu-
dents! 

Thank you, 

 

Hayley Crimmins, Principal  
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UPCOMING DATES TO REMEMBER 
 NO SCHOOL – there will be no school on Friday, November 10th (Veteran’s Day) and no school 
from Wednesday-Friday, November 22-24 (Thanksgiving holiday).  
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During the month of November, the 5th 
grade classes will be working to collect 
toiletry items to help with our Community 
Box Project. We have done this project 
for several years now and always find it 
to be a rewarding and heartwarming ex-
perience during the winter season. 

The boxes will be assembled November 
30th. This is such a nice way to show that 
our Actions Count in the Community. Also 
on this day, the 5th grade luncheon will 
take place. This will serve as a nice way to 
celebrate our actions as a unified team. 
The boxes will be delivered to 
the Apalachin Food Pantry that afternoon 
so that they can be distributed to fami-
lies during the month of December. 
Thank you in advance to all the 5th grade 
parents and students that help to make 
this event so special. 
  

STUDENT FLAG RAISERS 

A GREAT job was done by the following stu-
dents who helped Mr. Doolittle in October  
to raise the American flag: 

Alex Bernstein 

Charlotte Coker 

Isabella Daino 

Liam Hughston 

Vincent Lucenti 

Barrett Scanlon 

Christine Tran 

Michala Wahl 

             Tyler Whiting  
  

    

     

 

 

Congratulations to Vincent Autieri and 
Isaac Meehan!  Their artwork is on dis-
play in the Office Art Gallery.  Check it out! 

 

MORNING ANNOUNCEMENTS 

As part of “Make Your Actions Count” lead-
ership,  we began the Morning Announcement 
and Hallway Helper initiative.  The following 
students have been doing a wonderful job in 
each of these new leader-
ship roles! 

        Colin Brubaker 

       Ella Luker 

     

 

HALLWAY HELPERS 

                   

Sophia Altmire 

Logan Avery 

Alex Bernstein 

Colin Brubaker 
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Character Education Connection:  
 
 
Our Actions Count (Character Education) Committee meets regularly to continue initia-
tives at Tioga Hills.  We are in our fourth year of using the ACTIONS COUNT phrase 
to focus our activities and a teaching tool.  Our long term goal is that students know 
what this phrase means in all aspects of their lives.  Please check out all of our AC-
TIONS Count posters throughout the school that remind students how to make their 
Actions Count in the various area of their school throughout the day! 
 
Thank you to all who returned the orange flier “Calling All Leaders”. Those that gave us 

their choices in priority order have and will begin leadership jobs.  We hope to be able to 
honor 2nd choices again this year! Helping in our school is a great way to show that AC-
TIONS COUNT!  It would be helpful if you have a conversation with your child(ren) about 
making a commitment to these important jobs.  Please call if you have any questions about 
these jobs.   
 
The Actions Count Committee thanks you for supporting character development at home!  
 
  

In the Classroom:  
 

 

 

DUSO and KELSO are finishing up their work Second Grade and then will be off to the First 
Grade classrooms to self-awareness and problem solving skills.  We focus on strategies to 
help them solve the day-to-day small problems that arise and children learn how to have rela-
tionships with their peers in the most healthy and productive way.  I incorporate the charac-
ter themes of leadership and making our Actions Count into the lessons. 
 

As always please call if I can help in any way!  I can reached @757-2366 
riruhm@vestal.k12.ny.us 

 

Rhonda Ruhm M.S.Ed. C.A.S. 

School Counselor 
 

 

 

Rhonda Ruhm, M.S.Ed, C.A.S. 

School Counselor 

                                                    
                                         REPORT CARDS 

                 
              Report cards will be sent home on the following days: 
                                    
    November 21, 2017 
                                     March 15, 2018 

                                           Last day of school—TBD 
 
 
As you know, we have moved, as a district, from quarterly report cards to trimester reports. 
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 Music Notes 
     

 

Music Education Advocacy 
Quote of the Month 

 
“Music education opens doors that help 
children pass from school into the world 
around them – a world of work, culture, 
intellectual activity, and human involve-
ment.  The future of our nation depends 
on providing our children with a complete 

education that includes music.” 
 

Gerald Ford, 38th U.S. President 

 

Tioga Hills Music Events 
 

Please join us for our music event this 
month: 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
11/16 - 5th Grade District Chorus Concert 
at VMS, 7pm 

Grade Level Spotlight: 4th Grade 
 

In November, our fourth graders will be 
starting a composer unit, featuring Jo-
hann Sebastian Bach!   

 
Bach was a German Baroque Era compos-
er, born in 1685.  His most famous works 
include the Brandenburg Concertos, the 
Well-Tempered Clavier, and the cele-
brated organ work Toccata and Fugue in 
D Minor. 
 
Students will explore the life and music 
of Bach in a variety of ways, including 
acrostic poems, listening maps, move-
ment, and crossword puzzles.  A student 
favorite is the composer job application 
activity, in which each student must pre-
tend they are Johann Sebastian Bach 
and apply for a musical job accordingly.  
The unit wraps up with a viewing of the 
movie Mr. Bach Comes to Call. 
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STUDENT COUNCIL          

2017-18 
 
Congratulations to our new 5th 
grade student council members: 
 

 

Carter Adams  Madelyn Hampp 

Colin Burbaker  Liam Hughston 

Isabella Daino  Jordan MacDonald 

Ryleigh Dando  Owen Morgan 

Camden Gendron  Aidan Ruhm 

 

 
 
 

 

 Tioga Hills Student Council Kindly Requests…... 

YOUR HELP FOR OUR ANNUAL HOLIDAY FOOD DRIVE!   

The Apalachin Lions Club is teaming up with us to serve families in our 
school community. 

Please bring in 
any non-
perishable food 
items such as:  
canned goods, 
dry cereal, kids 
snack items, 
soup, pasta, pea-
nut butter, 
stuffing etc. 

Donation boxes 
and envelopes 
will be in each 
homeroom. 

 

NO GLASS  

Containers 

PLEASE 

 

Consider donating $1 per student toward perishable food items. 

 

Collection Dates 

November 9th –November 29th 

WELCOME 1000 BOOK CLUB  
MEMBERS!  

 
Welcome 1000 Book Club Members!  
On October 25th, the 1000 Book Club 
welcomed new members at our 9th Annual 
Kick-off Event.  Families learned about 
our preschool reading program, 
shared a story and refresh-
ments, made a craft, and signed 
out bags of books.  Bags once 
again are available for all mem-
bers to borrow during regular 
Book Club hours, 8am - 7pm on 
school days.  Spread the word... if you 
know a child who will begin Kindergarten 
in 2018 or 2019, please invite them to join 
the Tioga Hills 1000 Book Club.  Email 
th1000bookclub@gmail.com or inquire in 
the Main Office for more information.  
It's never to late to join!  

mailto:th1000bookclub@gmail.com
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PLAYGROUND AND COLD WEATHER 
 

Please make sure your child is dressed properly each day for playground during the cold 
months.  Children do go outdoors for playground every day (weather permitting).   At 
this time of year, students must have a coat when going outside. 
For winter, and especially when there is snow on the ground, children should wear hats, gloves 
and boots outside.  Following is an excerpt from the 2016-17 Parent Handbook: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Your cooperation in seeing that your child is prepared for the cold and snowy weather is 
greatly appreciated. 
 

 

Children look forward to participating in outdoor activi-
ties.  A one-half hour recess period is conducted outside 
each day during reasonable weather.  We ask that your 
child be excused only when illness is evident or upon ad-
vice by your physician.  A written explanation from the 
parent is required in these situations. 

 

 

Congratulations to all 5th grade students who participated in 
the 34th Annual Great Pumpkin Run on Monday, October 16th.  

 

The pumpkin run is a fun, fall-themed event that takes place each year at Arnold Park and is 
open to all 5th and 6th grade students in the Vestal School District.  It is a wonderful oppor-
tunity to get together with other students from different buildings and compete in a fun ac-
tivity.   

 

A special congratulations to Addison Stockwin and Jordan MacDonald for finishing in the top 
10 for 5th grade girls (5th and 10th respectively).  And for the boys, Owen Majka also finished 
in the top 10 for 5th grade boys, coming in 8th place.  Great job everyone!  Keep running and 
stay healthy. 
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News From The Health Office

PARKING LOT SAFETY 

There is only parking allowed in designated areas of 
the parking lots. For safety reasons you must adhere 
to the following: 

 There should be NO parking in the bus lanes dur-
ing the morning and afternoon drop off and pick
up times.

 There should be NO parking at the end of the day
in the lot other than in designated parking spaces.
It is a concern that some parents are parking at
the end of the center designated area in the ac-
tual area for driving. This hinders traffic flow
and line of vision of both other vehicles as well as
our children. We have ordered new cones to stop
people from parking here.

 There are enough spaces in the lower lot to ac-
commodate parent pick-up vehicles, so make sure
to use them.

No children should be picked up by an adult in the 
back parking lot. 

Donations are needed for the Tioga Hills 
Clothing Closet:   

Sweat/jogging pants S-M- L   

Sweatshirts S-M-L   

Thank you for your help! 

Notice to Parents of Kindergarteners and 
First Grade: 

If possible, please pack an extra set of 
clothing for your child in his/her backpack.  
Thank you.  

Please put your child’s name in their jacket 
or sweatshirt. The “LOST and FOUND” is 
growing out of room! 

COLD WEATHER is HERE!   

Please dress your child appropriately! 

Let’s congratulate 

Alexander & Emma Heidel 

For each reading 

750 books! 

Jordan & Sarah Balaci 

For  each reading 

250 books! 

Ella Wilson 

For reading 1000 books! 
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PTA Dates to Remember: 
 
PTA Meeting Nov 1st  7pm THE Library 

No School   Nov 10 

Musical "Pirates of the Curry Bean”  Friday, Nov 17th 7pm &  

Saturday Nov 18th  2pm VHS  

Report Cards Nov 22 

No School   Nov 22—24 

 

 

Happy November everyone! Its hard to be-
lieve how fast the year is moving along. We 
would like to thank all of our new and return-
ing members that have donated their time 
and money to our PTA for the 2017-18 school 
year! Thank you to everyone who participated 
in the 3rd Annual Fun(D) Walk. It was a lot 
of fun and very successful! The PTA would 
also like to take time to thank our amazing 
teachers and staff at TIoga Hills. We are so 
thankful for all the hard work and time they 
put into our school and with all of our chil-
dren. Thank you, Thank you from all us to all 
of you!!! We wish all of you a very happy start 
to the holiday season and as always, invite 
you to join us for meetings on the 
first Wednesday night of each month in the 
school library at 7pm! 

Thank you, 

Katherine Dzuba 

 

 

A Huge THANK YOU to all that joined us at 
the Fall Festival On October 27th and for 
making it another fun and successful event! 
We had a great time and we hope you all did 
too! Thank you to all of our awesome volun-
teers, we couldn’t do it with you! Thank you 
to Mr. Doolittle and his team for helping us 
out as always! And Thank you 
to our local community sup-
porters for their donations! 

  

-You Fall Fest Chairs 

Stacey, Jessica, and Stacie 

 

 

A big thanks to all who helped with our 9th 
Annual 1000 Book Club Kick-off Event held on 
Wednesday, October 25th.  It was a well-
attended, fun evening!  Special thanks to 
1000 Book Club Committee volunteers as well 
as Mrs. Crimmins, Mrs. Roloson, and Mrs. 
Thurm for their support of the pro-
gram.  The continued success of this 
early reading program relies upon the 
support of our PTA and school com-
munity.  Thank you! 

 

 

 

Thank you for all of your 
help with school pic-
tures.  They were a great 

success because of all of the parent 
help. 
 

Jessica Heidel, Picture Day Chair 
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October was a great month for Pack 
43!  Many of our scouts attended Boo at Bar-
ton in Ithaca. Fun was had by all as the 
scouts practiced archery, played games, 
dressed in their Halloween costumes, got 
some candy and enjoyed an overnight cam-
pout.  The pack held a flag retirement cere-
mony in which they put both a POW Flag and 
an American flag to rest in a proper fash-
ion.  Coming up in November, be on the look-
out for the pack to be handing out fliers to 
announce their annual food drive.  Our pack 
continues to do their best as it states in the 
Cub Scout Motto. Interested in scouts? Con-
tact Steve Majka at denfive-
pack43@gmail.com. 
 

A huge THANK YOU to all for supporting the 5th 
grade class.... thank you to everyone who pur-
chased and sold Save Around Books!   

Each child in the school made a piece of artwork 
that can be printed on a wide variety of high 

quality items from Square 1 Art, from ornaments to magnets and more. Watch Friday folders 
for information on purchasing these items, which make perfect holiday gifts (Orders are due 
by: Wednesday, November 8th) and items will arrive by the first week of December!    

 

The 5th grade class is busy underway planning fun activities for the year! There was a 5th 
grade parent meeting on 10/12 at the school, if you weren't able to at-
tend and would like to get involved in helping coordinate and plan for the 
year, please contact: 

Molly Morgan (molly.morgan@gmail.com), Amy MacDonald 
(amylynne71@gmail.com), or Rhonda Rhum (riruhm@vestal.k12.ny.us) 

5th grade parents stay tuned to the Tioga Hills 5th Grade - 2017-18 Fa-
cebook page for updates and more details. 

 
Thank you to 
everyone who 
participated, 

donated, volunteered, and supported the 
FUN(D) Walk!  We were able to raise 
close to $7000 in one afternoon!  Alt-
hough we fell short of our goal, it was still 
a HUGE success! 
 
We awarded the Top 4 Fundraisers on 
Monday afternoon!  We also awarded 31 
random students who hit our $45 goal per 
student who went home 
with smaller prizes! 
 
Thank you for all your 
 support of our PTA! 

 

 

Tioga Hills Families, please 
check out our new PTA Insta-
gram!  It’s a nice way to keep 
up on all the fun and exciting T.H.E. PTA 
projects, events, and activi-
ties.  @tioga.hills.pta  

mailto:denfivepack43@gmail.com
mailto:denfivepack43@gmail.com
mailto:molly.morgan@gmail.com
mailto:amylynne71@gmail.com
mailto:riruhm@vestal.k12.ny.us


Grade Overview Sample Problem and Answer 

 Students in 4th grade solve addition and subtraction 
problems  using the standard algorithm but may use the 
place value chart for support. 

Students revisit the standard algorithm for addition and 
subtraction, which was first introduced in Grade 2. They 
use the words bundle  and rename  as they add like base 
ten units, working  across the numbers unit by unit (ones 
with ones, tens with tens, hundreds  with hundreds). 
As in 4th grade, students transition away from modeling 
on the place  value chart and move toward using  the 
standard  algorithm. 
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Students apply  their understanding  of place value 
strategies to the addition  and subtraction  algorithm. 
Their understanding of vertical addition starts with 
concrete work with place value disks, moving to pictorial 
place value chart drawings,  and ending  with abstract 
calculations.  Consistent use of place value disks on a 
place value chart strengthens students’ place value 
understanding and helps  them to systematically model 
the standard addition algorithm including  the 
composition of a ten.  It is important to note that the 
algorithm  is introduced at this level and is connected 
deeply to the understanding  of place value.  However, 
fluency with the algorithm is a grade 4 expectation.  

Students use fingers, linking cubes, dimes and pennies 
to represent numbers moving from using all ones to 
using a combination  of tens and ones. They use a place 
value chart to organize units focusing on adding like 
place value units as students add two-digit numbers. 

Kindergarten students learn to comfortably talk about 10 
ones, setting the foundation  for the critical Grade 1 step 
of understanding 1 ten. They will then separate 10 
objects from within concrete and pictorial counts up to 
20, analyzing the total as 10 ones and no ones or 10 
ones and some ones.  

Resource: 
www.greatminds.org 
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http://www.greatminds.org/



